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As the elements of the Division were cormitted in the sector north

of Vergato (L698256) on 18 Ap
consisted of elements of the

the 94th Infantry Division.

ril it was known that the enemy to their front
8th (formerly the 157th) Mountain Division and
The breakthrough of the enemy's lines in this

sector by other IV Corps troops in badly cutting up the German forces had

confused his organization, and no clearly defined order of battle was evi~
dent as our troops made their first contacts with the ememy. Elements of
these two German divisions were nevertheless discovered to be the chief

forces remaining in this sector, and no reinforcements were met with initially.

Our troops advancing in the right half of the Division sector were
at first harassed by long range machine gun fire coming from the hills east
of the Reno River, but the chief hindrance to the advance was caused by the
last of the extensive fislds of mines the enemy had laid in the Vergato

area.
river bed.

the left, the resistance was negligible.

Numerous Schu and Topf mines were found in road craters and in the
On

Little if any artillery fire was received on the first day.
As was to be expected, the enemy

hafl no air power with which to attack our troops, and the single enemy plane
which bombed and strafed Highway 64 near Vergato on the night of 18 April

caused no damage.

It was immediately learned through Air OP's and the first

prisoners that the enemy was withdrawing to the north in haste.

numbers of foot troops and some vehicles and artillery were observed crowding

the road, and

stragglers, it was leamed that

withdrawing.
(L739357) whe
part of thess

fhem'y convoys and columns
mfantry_ continued to adv

~ Large

from the 39 prisoners taken during the first day, some of them

all the elements of the 94th Division were

The assembly point for many of them was reported to be Boora
re there was to be some attempt to reorganize, but a large
were cut off and captured by troops moving in from the west.
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were tgken under fire by our artillery, and our
ance, discovering several spiked guns the enemy had
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xl’:{‘lr:::te o??ﬂc\; equipment was wreocked by the enomy so that we and the Italians

oould make no use of 1t.
Thouaanda of the troops were trapped. Some lost h:nrtdiu K::ol vulxjint}m
- b ind, and gave themselves up or were ocaptured. d al
L g by : 1 hunted out by the Partisans. Many of the

time the enamy was being harassed anc
anomy v:uro' h;ipnnaud by our rapldly advancing foroes, and might have offered a
threat to the speed of the advance. But this threat was largely nullified by
' o Partisans who scoured the countryside,

the sealous and effeoctive action of th
their prisoners over to the Division authorities and colleoting and

turmning
assambling the enemy equipment,

Advanoing between the 682 and 643 Bastings the Division reached the Fo in
Several villages on the south bank were

the middle of the morming of 23 April.
wndefended, but a few snipers were oleared out at other points, and a fire-fight
developed at Revere (17411), opposite Ostiglia. Between Ostiglia (¥F7412) and
San Benedetto Po (1'6810), in the seotor of the Division on the left, troops
from nearly every German Division in Italy had been making desperate efforts to

oross the rapid ourrent, in ferries, by swinming, and using the remains of
Some of t he men drowned in at-

bridges and s ome temporary bridge equipment.
tempting to swim the river, and while many of the troops succeeded in getting

acroas, there was no adequate means of' transporting the mass of their heavy

The majority of the troops who esoaped towards Verona were now withe

equipment.
The Po itself, in the Division

out artillery and retained only a few mortars.
seotor, was not defended.

Before 23 April the Division had been taking between two and four
hundred prisoners each day. But as the Germans orowded against the Po and
were trapped, prisoners were taken by the thousand. During the 24<hour period
ending 24 April, 2645 prisoners passed through the Division Cage, and the

next day 1791 were taken.

The flight from the defenses north of Bologna in faot signified the
collapse of enemy resistance. At first he took to the roads only at night,

but since 20 April he had been fleeing i

£ in open daylight in defiance of our
ni.r:rui‘t. Within the Divison seotor this did not npgoar to be a fatal de-
olsion, since there was comparatively little evidence of enemy losses due to

air attaok.

The remnants of the anemy were now heading
for Verona (F6554
:3-;].. Tr:opa of the Division, orossing the Fo first on the usming)o:‘n:{m
» MOL No resistance, and in the pursuit found it diffioult to maintain

contaot with the eanamy. Several of the
. groups of en now overtaken
received orders to Ocoupy positions on the elnbomt..ﬁig. River Moa}::: be-

yond Verona,
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3 apparent that even this line of defenses
z‘::lgsnotlf:eb:e:;:zxi:dcon;‘ri::egsitobggﬁ;riI{Pthe enemy offered only occ;;izn:‘ii
scattered resistance. Verona jtself, which the ]?11:"'131011 enterz;dmg: e c];_.;ossmp
was defended only by a few small groups. Inxpmv?.sn.rig ha:sty mef o Guic;_
the Adigé our trécné jrmediately advanced into the zooth%lls o - ed; p inéo -
1}: cutting the undéf‘ended Adige Line and the important-hn.gl:m'iysthea J‘;Etains
Verona from the east and west. The enemy was now heading invo <the mo :
and while large numbers of prisoners were being

to ds the Bremnner Pass, . - :
‘l:na}(:er :Ii:re was still no sign of an organized line of resistance, and every
7 confusion. On 26-27 April prisoners were taken from
305th, 334th, 362nd, and the Brandenburg

sign of nearly complete g
148th, 15 =
the 65th, 94th, 5 3 : Penzer Grenadier Divisions; the 26th Panzer

r Divisi ; 1 Sth and 90th
;—?izzfg;D;vhésgzgsiozzain Division; and the lst and 4+h Parachute Divisions.

Continuing north of Vercna beyond the Adige our forces found no cf'bher
enemy defense lines. Scattered groups of prisoners were taken as motorized
patrols and task forces moved into the mountains. The enemy had abandoned
Grezzana (F673634), a few hours ahead of our arrival. Farther north the enemy
was reported to be in a somewhat better state of organization, and some SS

z still in this locality on their way to the northe

troops were known to be

But Erbezzo (F664766), entered by our troops on 28 April, was already free

of the enemys, Patrols to Tregnano (F788619), Giazza(F759776), San Bonifacio

(F865485) and Nogarole (F883668) encountered no enemy in these places. By
as the 80th

30 April our forward troops were patrolling the hills as far
Northing without discovering any enemy defense organizations. At Monte
Castelberto (FS78847) a radio station captured by the Partisans intact was

turned over to the Division., In this area the Partisans continued to cooperate
and to aid greatly in reporting the location and passing of scattered enemy
forces, Here even more than in the Po Valley the Partisans succeeded in
herassing and cutting off large parts of the Germsn forces, and adding to tThe

confusion and despsration of the reste

Some of the prisoners now being taken were the discouraged remants

of labor battalions, One group, which gave itself up, consisted of 238
Yugo-?lava, meny of them noc more than 15 years old, end a few Germsns and
Austrians between 45 and 60 years olde On 28 April the entire Battalion Engst,
captured through a ruse of the Partisens, was turned in to the Division near
Fumane (F563662), A Brigadier General and a Colonel of Czech lsbor battalions
that had been engaged in working on the railroad between Verona and the Brenmer
Pass surrendered themselves and their staffs, Two of their battalions also fell
into m&:r hands: Other prisoners were taken from a great variety of wmits =
:::k bat::g:lmn:,.alam compt_mies, truck companies, snti-aircraft battalions,
e ns, bridge companies, sabotage units, railroad units, assault zumn

gades, reconnaissance battalions, hospital units, Nebelwer?
and the Todt Organization, Sever ili : e e
- Dl gl - women military personnel were also captured,
s any ionalities were represented - Czechs, Yugo-Slavs, Turk

es, Russians, Albanians, Austriens and Italiens, 7 i b

At the end of the month the enemy was still retreatingz north,
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ti-
tinuous retreat. Supply and an

i berin what was to be & con g
forcat tm?ttoweig drevn on to form sm Alarm Company to su}?port rgrma:»:ere
A -5 of the I Battalion, 276th Grenadier Regimem
To e and establish delaying po=

the 94th Division. Tro :
i it to reorganlz
gl Wi 2 2 g in. Members of the 1067th

pulled out of their -
544 1 they could di !
=gt S e b?é‘z}?lﬂomgain Division) and the 194th Anti-Tenk

Division) were captured as

Field Replacement Batitalion v
i i +the 90th Panzer Grenadier ;

e i (SUPPO?;HE; The I Battalion, 1057th Artillery Regiment was captured

i +o noon 20=-21 April 465 prisoners

they were commit
2 X - intact. From noon
D i Ot S Tn addition to his loss in prisoners, the

Division cageas
EREESR Chiough e, o ¢ ays of the offensive had undoubtedly been

enemy's casualties in the first d
heavy. The total losses were irreparable.

=3

i As he
The retreat degenerated into greater and greater confusion.
fled towsrds the Panaro River and the defenses there he would not be able to

man, the enemy put up only perfunctory resistance to the forces driving on
Patrols into Budrie (L766594) captured a few Germans and Italian

his heels., ; 1tall
Faseists who were still resisting, and a small cownterattack in the vieinity
In by-passing San Giovanni in Persiceto

of the Torrente Samoggia was repulsed.
(L7664) some small arms snd anti=-tank fire was received, but the advance on
Santa Agata Bolognese (L7267) met no resistance. Two 1l7om guns which until
recently had been firing from this town had already been removed.

The enemy's defense positions along the Panaro were extemsive, but in
the failure of any adequate reorganization he made no attempt to mem the line
and continued his disorderly retreat to the Po, At Camposanto (L7381), how=
ever, the stone bridge across the Panaro was prepared for demolition, and the

1097th Security Battalion had been brought from Bologna to reinforce some
Our troops

other troops there and t prevent our crossing at this point,
saved the bridge by cutting the wires to the demolition charges, but before

they were able to secure the bridge they met the first determined resistance
The enemy resisted with small arms

they had encountered since Casalrecchio,
and machine gwns, and three tanks, including two Tiger Tanks. Some light
so supported his defemse of this area.

artillery and anti-esircraft fire al
This resistance was overcome on 22 April, and elsewhere our troops crossed the

Panarc wmopposed,

now being teken from the wmits vho i
zim A;:ﬁ: ofs*othe Agpen.n.ines tiei‘enses north of Bologna, m:griazegﬁ;:nmgnmm
: degree.of 01:-19 of tl;?:.r units had been nearly destroyed, but others retained
e 3osghmlza ion, ?r:_tsoners were taken from the 65th, 114th, the

> Infentry Divisions and the 90th Panzer Grenaz’iier Di':r:.sion.

Prisoners were

ing of the i :
dosn the thip:;v:;}t‘smm:;th;» and in the search for crossing points, hurryin
their wmits. On foot :’:i roads, many of the troops became separ;'bad fromg
the retreat degenerated ; ?mr and horse-dram vehicles, and on bic cles
hey were abandoned o Mt 8 scremble. When vehicles ran out of zsol"
ditched, the horgag, 1ef€ef§§:e§oth$ {1013 in g?od condition, WagOnsngreme
could not be carried across the ﬂerl:B:ilelgi‘:lﬁ.thganricsd:nd SP gws which
ads,
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